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Epistle  from  upper  elementary  people  from  PYM 

We  did  many  things  at  PYM. 

After  we  had  a little  bit  of  free  time  we  had  worship-fellowship  groups  with  adults  and  kids. 
We  had  fun.  We  made  recycled  paper  and  soap  stone  carvings.... 

We  had  an  oil  project  to  show  what  happened  during  an  oil  spill.... 

We  had  a business  meeting  every  day  to  plan  many  things.  Altogether  we  had  a great  time. 
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Editorial 

The  heart  of  a Yearly  Meeting  is  its  children  and 
Summer  1991  was  no  exception.  The  attendance 
shows  it.  Of  the  445  Friends  attending  PYM,  118 
were  18  years  of  age  or  under.  Of  the  374  Friends  at 
NPYM,  121  were  18  or  under,  as  were  135  of  the  388 
at  IMYM. 

We  are  having  trouble  taking  care  of  these 
children.  PYM  Religious  Education  Committee 
reports  problems  with  children’s  religious  education 
and  with  attendance  difficulties  for  the  Committee 
itself.  IMYM  Religious  Education  committee  has 
scaled  down  its  expectations  to  reflect  what  it  can 
really  accomplish.  The  NPYM  Children’s  program 
newsletter  tells  of  the  problems  of  handling  more 
children  than  were  expected  at  annual  session. 

Cn  a positive  note,  PYM  has  started  its  seven-year 
plan  of  rewriting  the  next  edition  of  Faith  and  Practice 
with  a section  on  Children  of  the  Meeting.  They 
state  “...It  is  incumbent  upon  the  Meeting  to  respond 
to  the  children’s  needs  and  to  invite  them  to 
participate  in  activities  of  the  Meeting  appropriate  to 
their  maturity....”  The  IMYM  Religious  Education 
Committee  published  a newsletter  twice  in  the  past 
year,  assembled  a list  of  religious  education  contacts 
in  each  region,  and  is  considering  workshops  at 
regional  meetings.  NPYM  has  proposed  a Children’s 
Program  Cversight  Committee  “to  provide  continuing 
support  for  children’s  spiritual  education,  nurturing 
and  care  efforts  at  all  levels  of  the  life  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting.” 

We  do  care.  And  we  are  trying. 

Cne  of  the  most  inspiring  experiences  that  I have 
ever  had  was  that  of  the  children  entering  the  final 
worship  at  NPYM.  They  came  in  two  by  two,  a 
younger  child  holding  the  hand  of  a teenager.  Then 
they  settled  in  the  middle  of  the  circle  of  adults,  still 
two  by  two  — child,  teen,  child,  teen.  The  Yearly 
Meeting  was  truly  gathered. 

In  November  we  take  extra  time  to  give  thanks. 
Marybeth  Webster,  in  her  article,  “Women,  Children 
and  Money”  (p.  38)  helps  me  to  realize  how  lucky  I 
am  to  have  such  a wonderful  family. 

This  will  be  a special  Thanksgiving  for  us.  It  is 
the  first  year  both  of  our  children  have  been  away.  My 
husband  Wayne  and  I look  forward  to  their  coming 


home  for  the  holiday.  Becky  will  fly  from  Scattergood 
Friends  School  in  West  Branch,  Iowa;  and  Bruce  will 
take  the  bus  from  Seattle.  On  Thanksgiving  Day  we’ll 
be  joined  by  an  extended  family  that  includes  my 
sisters,  nephews,  and  Friends  from  Corvallis  Meeting. 

I am  thankful  for  the  support  I receive  from  this 
diverse  group  of  people  I love.  I wish  the  same  for  you. 


I’d  like  to  mention  two  changes  in  this  issue — 
size  and  the  mailing  label. 

Traditionally,  there  has  been  a renewal  insert  in 
the  November  issue  of  Friends  Bulletin.  We  discovered 
that  for  about  the  same  cost  we  could  print  eight  more 
pages,  use  two  for  the  renewal  form,  and  have  six 
extra  pages  for  text.  We  hope  you  enjoy  the  articles 
and  features  we  were  able  to  place  on  those  pages. 

We  also  added  an  expiration  date  on  your  mailing 
label.  Because  of  the  change  in  data  bases,  we’re  not 
certain  that  all  dates  are  accurate.  Please  check  yours, 
and  if  you  don’t  think  it  is  right,  let  us  know. 

Nancy  Yamall 
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The  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
and  the  American  Friends 
Senrice  Committee 

By  Lincoln  Moses,  Palo  Alto  Meeting 

In  these  remarks  I consider  the  relationship 
between  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  and  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  (AFSC).  I do 
not  write  as  a representative  of  either  body.  The  views 
offered  are  my  own;  they  grow  out  of  35  or  40  years’ 
experience  with  both  groups. 

My  key  message  is  that  the  natural  relationship 
between  the  two  is  one  of  partnership.  Friends  and 
Friends’  Meetings  are  mindful 
of  the  queries  and  advices 
equality,  peace,  civic 
responsibility  and 
stewardship.  Friends 
recall  Penn’s  counsel 
that  the  business  of 
religion  is  to  mend  the 
world.  When  our 
Meetings  set  out  to  act  on 
these  principles,  the  way 
can  be  hard;  drawing  on  the  experience, 
knowledge,  writings,  and  contacts  of  the  AFSC  can  be 
helpful.  At  the  same  time,  that  organization  can  use 
help  from  Friends  whose  participation  in  staff  and 
committees  brings  needed  energy,  talent,  judgement 
and  experience  to  the  work. 

Affirmative  action 

Even  though  partnership  may  be  the  natural 
relationship,  there  are  various  strains  evident  between 
the  two  parties,  largely  taking  the  form  of  complaints 
about  the  functioning  of  the  AFSC.  Affirmative 
action  has  been  perceived  as  diluting  the  Quaker 
character  of  AFSC.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a visit  to 
an  AFSC  office  shows  a more  diverse  group  of  people 
than  we  are  likely  to  see  in  a Monthly  Meeting,  and 
that  has  been  a result  of  affirmative  action.  In  trying 
to  “mend  the  world,”  AFSC  has  — naturally  enough 
— chosen  to  work  among  the  disadvantaged,  the 
poor,  the  disenfranchised  and  minority  communities. 


This  work  demands  comprehension  and  trust  which 
cannot  be  had  on  any  other  basis  than  close  collabo- 
ration in  all  aspects,  including  planning,  choosing 
goals  and  executing  programs.  AFSC  has  therefore  for 
some  years  assiduously  pursued  affirmative  action  in 
recruitment  of  staff  and  committees.  And  the  result 
has  been  success;  programs  not  otherwise  possible  are 
found  in  regional  and  national  offices.  This  manifests 
the  kind  of  working  together  that  our  society  so  sorely 
needs. 

Sometimes  we  hear  the  challenge,  “Is  AFSC  still  a 
Quaker  organization  with  only  x%  of  the  staff  (or 
committees)  Quaker?”  The  disappearance  was  partly 
due  to  the  loosening  of  behavior  and  the  growth  of 
drug  problems  in  the  60’s.  A balance  needs  to  be 
sought  between  service  by  Friends  and  service  to 
Friends.  Probably  100  percent  either  way  is  less 
desirable  than  some  mixture.  The  answer  may  lie  in 
initiatives  to  be  taken  by  Yearly  Meetings,  with 
cooperation  from  the  AFSC.  Several  such  undertak- 
ings are  now  in  motion  with  AFSC  as  a resource  but 
not  the  main  channel  for  action. 

Reconciliation  versus  cooperation 

Another  axis  of  tension  relates  to  reconciliation 
versus  cooperation.  AFSC  pursues  reconciliation  in 
many  contexts,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  But  at  some 
places  and  times  it  is  more  confrontational.  Many 
Northern  California  Friends  were  upset  to  see  on 
television  an  abandoned  building  in  Oakland  which 
was  broken  into  with  AFSC  involvement.  I cannot 
comment  on  that  incident,  but  I can  report  that  the 
city  government  of  Oakland  and  the  AFSC  program 
in  question  are  now  comfortable  partners  in  a 
homeless  housing  venture  involving  dollar  amounts 
expressed  in  six  figures. 

Near  the  heart  of  tensions  about  reconciliation 
and  confrontation  is  the  meaning  of  “service.”  Is  it 
relief  of  suffering?  Or  does  it  also  call  for  addressing 
the  causes  of  suffering?  AFSC  long  ago  concluded  that 
relief  alone  was  not  enough.  It  has  accepted  the 
tensions  that  come  from  contending  with  injustice, 
trying  to  remain  true  to  the  ideals  of  non-violence 
and  at  the  same  time  reaching  out  to  the  Good  in  the 
agent  of  injustice.  The  path  can  be  difficult,  and 
sometimes  the  way  may  be  lost  for  awhile. 
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Complaints  about  the  AFSC 

There  are  other  complaints  from  diverse  quarters 
which  I shall  comment  on  briefly: 

• Affirmative  action  is  sometimes  seen  as 
excluding  Quakers.  If  this  does  happen,  1 
believe  it  should  not.  There  is  work  enough 
for  all! 

• There  are  some  who  disapprove  of  AFSC’s 
aggressive  stance  against  homophobia;  there 
are  Friends’  bodies  that  exclude  gays  or 
lesbians  from  youth  activities,  and  AFSC 
then  withholds  cooperation  from  those 
activities.  Here  we  have  an  issue  that 
engages  the  attention  of  many  sectors  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  and  constitutes  one  point 
of  tension  with  AFSC. 

• Some  Friends  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
degree  to  which  AFSC  does  or  does  not 
make  explicit  the  Theistic  or  Christian 
source  of  its  motivation.  It  could  be  difficult 
to  resolve  this  in  a way  that  would  satisfy  all 
Friends.  But  inside  AFSC  can  be  found  a 
real  and  wholesome  tension  on  the  same 
matter. 

• Some  Friends  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
independence  of  AFSC.  It  behooves  the 
organization  to  seek  closeness  to  Monthly 
and  Yearly  Meetings.  This  is  a conscious 
AFSC  concern,  most  recently  recognized  in 
the  effort  to  keep  Meetings  apprised  of  the 
suit  against  the  Immigration  Reform  and 
Control  Act. 

• A few  years  ago,  serving  on  a Quarterly 
Meeting  committee  considering  relations 
with  AFSC,  I was  surprised  to  find  that 
many  Friends  felt  that  the  AFSC  was  an 
organization  they  “could  not  get  into.”  It 
was  a large  Institutional  Object,  and  they 
did  not  perceive  any  way  to  influence  it. 

There  were  no  handles. 

I have  sketched  what  I understand  to  be  some 
principal  tensions  between  two  organizations  that  I 
love:  The  Religious  Society  of  Friends  and  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee.  What  might 
be  done  to  better  realize  the  benefits  of  their  natural 
partnership?  I make  suggestions  to  three  parties. 


Suggestions  for  AFSC,  Meetings,  and 
Individual  Friends 

AFSC  should  make  visible  the  ways  for  Friends  to 
participate  (besides  contributing  financially).  When  a 
Friend  wants  to  bear  a hand  with  work,  way  should 
open.  AFSC  should  look  toward  joint  venture 
undertakings  with  Yearly  and  Monthly  Meetings. 

(The  SHARE  program  is  a good  example.) 

Yearly  and  Monthly  Meetings  should  look  toward 
AFSC  with  hope  and  should  look  for  welbconceived 
opportunities  for  collaboration,  perhaps  initially  with 
an  accent  on  youth  programs  in  which  the  main 
thrust  comes  from  the  Meeting  and  AFSC  lends 
experience. 

Individual  Friends  might: 

Accept  (or  even  seek)  committee  work  in  AFSC. 

Keep  aware  and  watchful  for  appropriate  candi- 
dates for  staff  positions  when  openings  are  announced. 

Deepen  their  acquaintance  with  AFSC  through 
reading,  attending  functions  like  the  Annual  Meeting 
in  San  Francisco  or  Pasadena,  and  personal  contact 
with  Friends  who  are  already  involved.  ■ 


The  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
programs  express  belief  in  the  dignity  and 
worth  of  each  person  and  a faith  in  the 
power  of  love  and  nonviolence  to  bring 
about  change.  The  work  of  the  AFSC  is 
supported  financially  by  individuals  of 
many  religious  and  ethical  traditions  who 
care  about  sevice,  development,  justice 
and  peace.* 


*From  the  Pacific  Northwest  Region,  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  News  Update. 
AFSC,  814  NE  40th  St,  Seattle, WA  98105. 
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Women,  Children  and  Money 

by  Marybeth  Webster,  Grass  Valley  Meeting 

What  can  Quakers  say  — and  DO  — about  the 
alarming  poverty  of  women  and  children? 

A great  deal!  At  1991  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  a 
Social  Order  Committee  interest  group  titled, 
“Women,  Children,  and  Money,”  drew  over  forty 
participants. 

As  facilitator,  I opened  with  personal  anecdotes 
from  the  lives  of  my  mother,  my  daughter  and  myself. 

My  mother’s  story  includes  dwindling  widow’s 
pensions  devoured  by  inflation,  forced  retirement  at 
65  with  only  six  years  of  minimum-wage  work  toward 
Social  Security,  and  economic  fears  which  lead  to  an 
unhappy  remarriage  for  financial  security. 

My  daughter,  an  unwed  single  parent,  experienced 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children,  hard  and  dangerous 
nontraditional  work,  emigration  to  New  Zealand  to 
provide  her  son  a safe  and  wholesome  lifestyle,  and 
loss  of  livelihood  due  to  divorce  from  her  business- 
partner  husband. 

My  story:  primary  wage-earner  for  seven  years  of 
marriage,  miniscule  alimony  and  child  support, 
obsolete  skills  after  seventeen  years  and  four  children, 
business  partnership  with  my  second  husband  who 
gave  me  low  wages  and  no  raises.  At  62, 1 have  no 
benefits  or  pension.  I have  returned  to  the  University 
on  the  over-60  tuition  waiver  to  make  my  skills  more 
saleable,  needing  to  work  for  another  decade  or  so. 

Economic  Dilemmas 

Other  women  described  economic  dilemmas  from 
their  own  lives:  becoming  disabled;  having  wealth  and 
influence  which  threatened  male  colleagues  and 
supervisors;  desperation  and  actual  hunger  when  left 
with  children  and  no  funds  or  work  experience; 
anguish  in  leaving  children  in  poor  day  care  in  order 
to  work;  wages  subtracted  from  Welfare  so  there  was 
never  enough  to  cover  the  bills. 

Individuals  were  invited  to  come  to  the  front  of 
the  room  in  response  to  various  categories.  Of  the 
participants  responding:  one-half  were  single  parents; 
one-third  have  collected  unemployment;  one-third 


received  a sizeable  unearned  sum;  one-fifth  were  on 
Social  Security;  two-fifths  have  been  on  Welfare;  one- 
third  grew  up  with  wealth;  and  well  over  half  have 
lived  below  the  poverty  level. 

Positive  Actions  for  Quakers 

Recognizing  that  men  also  have  financial 
dilemmas,  we  focused  on  what  positive  actions  we 
Quakers  might  take  regarding  the  specific  economic 
issues  of  women  and  children.  The  brainstorm 
included: 

• Raise  autonomous,  independent  daughters  and 
caring,  responsible  sons. 

• Value  women’s  work:  help  women’s  organiza- 
tions, unions,  professional  groups  become  more 
solidified  and  supportive. 

• Work  for  better  education  and  enforcement  of 
existing  laws  about  women,  work,  money,  and 
the  separation  of  men’s  and  women’s  work. 

• Support  and  value  the  nurturing  and  raising  of 
children  (pay  parents  to  stay  home,  provide 
childcare  in  the  workplace,  etc.). 

• Raise  consciousness  about  the  false  myths  of 
male  superiority,  female  second-class. 

• Start  intergenerational  consciousness-raising 
groups  among  women,  support  groups  for  older 
women  and  cooperatives  that  combine 
childcare  with  eldercare. 

• Advocate  the  “senior  discount”  be  extended  to 
single  mothers  and  the  poor. 

• Lobby  for  wages  for  housework  to  be  included 
in  the  Gross  National  Product. 

• Encourage  shared  housing,  create  or  publicize  a 
list  of  extended  families,  communities. 

• Encourage  women’s  access  to  contraceptive 
technology. 

• Work  on  self-identification  and  empowerment. 

• Resist  sexist  advertising  (print  stickers  that  say, 
“This  demeans  women”  to  put  on  beer  posters, 
etc.). 

• Honor  and  learn  the  feminine  way  of  crisis 
management,  decision-making,  data  collection. 

• Encourage  exchanges,  barter  — not  cash. 

• Support  women-owned  businesses,  build 
worker-owned  businesses  based  on  gender 
balance. 
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• Read  Co-op  America  (products,  communes, 
ideas). 

• Visualize  changed  consciousness. 

• Examine  the  merits  of  matrilineal  descent  of 
property. 


1 never  realized... 

Responses  to  the  workshop  heard  later: 

A male  participant  said,  “1  never  realized 
how  widespread  and  how  acute  women’s 
poverty  is!” 

A young  mother  said,  “I’m  going  to 
approach  the  company  Monday  about 
changing  my  hours  so  1 can  be  home  with 
my  child  more.” 

Another  said,  “In  one  bad  time  when  1 
couldn’t  sleep  for  wondering  how  to  feed  my 
kids,  I thought  seriously  that  I might  be 
worth  more  to  them  dead  than  alive.  If  I 
died  they  would  at  least  have  my  insurance.” 

An  older  single  woman  remarked,  “An 
issue  not  discussed  much  in  Quaker  circles  is 
how  many  of  us  middle-aged  women  there 
are  without  retirement,  with  jobs  we  don’t 
like.  (I  make  $12,000  a year  while  men  with 
less  education  make  $70,000.)  We  who 
struggle  to  make  it  feel  somewhat  alienated 
from  the  Meeting  couples  who  are  enjoying 
retirement  and  travel.  The  world  of  singles 
and  couples  is  very  different.” 

To  begin  to  move  vision  into  action,  Friends 
might  make  themselves  aware  of  those  in  their  own 
Monthly  Meeting  who  are  struggling  economically  — 
the  single-parent  families,  unsupported  older  women, 
low-income  families  and  underpaid  youth.  Economic 
concerns  and  suggestions  can  focus  future  interest 
groups  and/or  action  minutes  for  Yearly  Meetings  in 
1992. 

Out  of  this  particular  interest  group,  the  PYM 
Social  Order  Committee  proposed  a sub-committee 
on  women  as  a possible  first  step  toward  establishing  a 
PYM  Standing  Committee.  Input  on  a PYM  Women’s 
Committee  may  be  sent  to  PYM  Social  Order 
Committee  % Clerk,  Bard  McAllister,  417  N.  Kent, 
Visalia,  CA  93291.  ■ 


Handwork  by  Nancy  Lynch,  Santa  Barbara. 
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Statements  of  Faith  from 
Pacific  Yeariy  Meeting 

My  Testimony  by  Robert  Schutz, 
Redwood  Forest  Meeting 

I was  put  through  a stern  test  of  reality  recently  as 
I sat  almost  daily  at  the  bedside  of  my  dying  friend, 
Bernard  Kirby.  Bemie  and  1 had  joked  once  or  twice 
about  immortality:  he  opting  for  a 60-40  chance  of  life 
after  death,  I allowing  that  it  might  be  40-60. 

1 had  plenty  of  time  to  think  during  those  days  a 
couple  of  months  ago  and  was  driven  further  to  some 
creative  insight  on  my  personal  beliefs  by  a 15 -hour 
workshop  at  Friends  General  Conference. 

So  you  see,  my  “conversion”  has  been  recent,  after 
a lifetime  of  neglect.  But  my  present  beliefs,  which  are 
firmer  than  those  1 had  previously  held,  have  been 
edging  their  way  into  my  consciousness  for  more  than 
70  years.  They  stem  from  my  early  questions  that  my 
mother  wouldn’t  answer,  from  a scientific  education 
in  genetics  and  evolution,  and  more  recently  from 
reading  people  like  Teihard  de  Chardin,  Thomas 
Berry,  Brian  Swimme,  Alfred  North  Whitehead, 
Albert  Einstein,  Jonathan  Schell,  and  others. 

First,  what  1 do  not  believe  — shreds  that  were 
handed  me  by  parents  and  church.  I do  not  believe  in 
Heaven  or  Hell  as  described  in  the  Bible,  in  streets 
paved  with  gold  in  the  sky,  in  choirs  of  angels,  or  in 
God,  the  accountant,  who  keeps  track  of  all  our  good 
and  bad  deeds  so  he  can  tell  St.  Peter  at  the  gate 
when  we  arrive  whether  to  send  us  up  or  down.  1 do 
not  believe  in  eternal  bliss  or  everlasting  punishment. 
Those  of  us  who  want  to  believe  badly  are  very 
selective  about  who  and  what  we  put  in  Heaven. 
Nowhere  do  1 find  such  belief  in  the  full  range  and 
diversity  of  life  on  earth.  We  may  comfort  a child 
with  a story  of  a cat  or  a dog  who  has  gone  to  Heaven. 
But  lice?  And  mosquitoes?  And  viruses?  Do  we  have 
AIDS  in  Heaven?  Not  to  be  believed  or  even 
mentioned.  Our  thoughts  about  good  and  evil  are 
entirely  anthropocentric.  We  try  to  load  them  on  to 
God,  where  they  don’t  fit,  or  on  to  the  Devil,  which 
denies  God. 

1 do  not  believe  that  we  trail  our  five  physical 


senses  with  us  into  an  afterlife  of  the  spirit.  No  seeing 
or  hearing  or  touching  there.  No  sex  in  Heaven.  Even 
Jesus  said  no  marriage  in  Heaven.  No  problem  of 
multiple  wives  would  stump  his  answers. 

There  may  be  a field  of  spirit  that  surrounds  and 
penetrates  us,  that  illumines  our  imaginations,  that 
sparks  our  creativity,  that  allows  us  to  remember  and 
vision  the  past  and  the  future.  It  may  even  present  us, 
by  ways  we  do  not  understand,  with  parts  of  past  lives 
or  precognition  or  what  we  believe  are  out-of-body 
experiences. 

But  we  know  very  little  of  the  spirit  or  of 
spirituality.  We  are  infants  playing  with  the  toys  of 
the  scientific  revolution  who  have  not  yet  developed 
the  insight  that  can  recognize  the  spirit.  Our  egos  are 
so  busy  competing  and  creating  concepts  of  immortal- 
ity to  allay  our  fears  of  death  that  most  of  us  live  our 
lives  on  the  level  of  things  and  history. 

I see  that  I have  slipped  into  what  I do  believe, 
and  this  is  far  more  interesting  to  me.  I believe  in  the 
big  bang  theory  of  the  origin  of  the  Universe,  because 
we  can  see  the  evidence  of  it  all  around  us  15  billion 
years  later.  Every  particle  and  atom  we  are  made  of  is 
part  of  the  dust  that  was  blown  about  us  from  that 
grand  explosion.  I also  believe  in  the  theory  of 
evolution  through  which  we  are  related  to  every  other 
living  cell  on  earth,  all  our  plant  and  animal  and 
human  brothers  and  sisters. 

But  evolution  by  chance,  even  in  15  billion  years, 
is  hardly  credible  to  me.  It  is  apparent  that  every 
particle  and  atom  contains  an  urge  to  attain  its 
potential  in  some  organized  and  cooperative  fashion. 
This  is  true  of  the  crystal,  of  the  protozoan,  of  the 
virus,  of  the  worm  and  the  butterfly  it  will  become,  of 
the  orchid,  and  of  the  human  being.  Competition  kills 
the  organization  and  the  species.  Ego  is  necessary  for 
some  development,  but  its  costs  are  great.  It  must  be 
recognized  and  its  excesses  curbed.  Cooperation  is  the 
way  we  will  achieve  our  human  potential  as  a species. 

^^Cooperation  is  the  way  we  will 
achieve  our  human  potential  as  a 
species/^ 

We  have  no  idea  what  our  human  potential  as  a 
species  may  be.  This  we  learn  more  of  every  day  we 
exist  and  build  upon  the  learning  of  past  generations 
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of  men  and  women.  Our  purpose  in  life  is  more  than 
to  stand  in  awe,  more  than  to  worship  the  beauty  of 
the  Universe,  although  that  is  part  of  it.  Our  purpose 
is  to  learn.  We  are  the  learning  animal,  par  excel- 
lence. Like  all  creation,  our  human  purpose  is  to 
achieve  the  human  potential,  whatever  that  may  be, 
in  cooperation  with  all  creation.  Let  us  not  foreclose 
this,  the  human  opportunity. 


Rusi  Gustafson  and  Children,  PYM. 
Photo  by  Vanita  Blum. 


Moving  into  the  Light, 

by  Rusi  Gustafson,  Davis  Meeting 

Unity  with  nature,  true  unity  as  a way  of  living,  is 
a tall  order,  and  like  true  peace  is  maybe  an  unattain- 
able ideal.  But  we  still  strive.  If  Quakers  have  taught 
me  anything  (and  they  have),  it  is  to  move  into  the 
light,  for  any  other  direction  is  misguided.  It  has  been 
a hard  lesson  to  realize  that  in  order  to  live  my  life  in 
that  direction,  moving  into  the  light,  there  is  not  only 
much  to  learn,  but  much  I must  unlearn,  and  many 
ways  of  the  modem  society  in  which  I have  been 
raised  that  I must  reject. 

In  the  last  few  years,  nature  itself  has  been  my 
most  valuable  teacher  and  has  awakened  in  me  an 
unprecedented  sense  of  spiritual  belonging.  More  and 
more  I want  to  live  my  life  with  nature’s  lessons  of 


birth  and  rebirth,  unity  and  integrity,  cooperation  and 
community  as  my  guiding  inspirations.  To  find  a way 
into  all  of  this  as  a human  being  and  to  share  that  way 
has  become  a calling. 

As  a Friend,  I feel  our  cherished  testimony  of 
peace  towards  all  human  beings  must  be  extended  to 
include  all  of  creation.  Any  notion  of  autonomy  on 
this  level  is  illusion.  Proof  of  our  inherent  unity  with 
creation  becomes  apparent  as  our  bodies  and  spirits 
suffer  with  the  poisoning,  desecration  and  depletion  of 
our  natural  surroundings.  So  we  will  strive. 

A Spiritual  Connection 
by  Chuck  Orr,  La  Jolla  Meeting 

Is  there  anyone  here  who  has  not  at  some 
moment  stood  in  awe  of  creation?  Haven’t  we  all 
responded  emotionally,  intuitively,  moved  by  a special 
moment  with  nature?  This  sense  of  awe  is,  for  me,  the 
original  affirmation  of  our  spiritual  connection  with 
the  natural  world. 

Yet,  I find  other  spiritual  sources  in  nature.  This 
week  I noticed  again  the  unity-with-nature  T-shirt. 
The  shirt’s  design  has  two  beetles  moving  in  a circle 
around  the  mythical  flute-player  Kokopili.  The  design 
is  Southwest  in  origin  — perhaps  a copy  of  an  original 
pot  design,  or  inspired  by  one.  The  Egyptians  saw  in 
the  scarab  a symbol  of  eternity.  As  a child  in  North- 
ern Florida  I watched  dung  beetles  — close  relatives 
of  those  Egyptian  scarabs  — endlessly  rolling  balls  of 
dung  across  the  forest  floor.  From  excrement,  these 
beetles  bring  forth  new  life. 

The  symbol  of  the  scarabs  evokes  other  images  of 
the  cycles  of  our  lives  and  of  our  world  — cycles 
driven  by  forces  only  partially  within  our  understand- 
ing. Perhaps  art  is  a better  medium  for  communicating 
these  spiritual  lessons.  I find  nature  to  be  the  best 
teacher  and  I have  heard  these  lessons  called  Wisdom. 

Coming  to  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  but 
recently,  I had  already  developed  a deep  concern  for 
the  environment.  When  I read  the  queries  on 
simplicity,  stewardship  and  peace,  I at  first  believed 
they  were  bom  of  an  environmental  concern.  Later  I 
was  disappointed  to  find  not  all  Friends  felt  the  same 
fire  regarding  this  concern.  But,  in  the  larger  sense, 
these  queries  are  the  product  of  years  of  experience 
and  spiritual  insight  generated  by  profound  wisdom. 
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Personal  Reflections  by  Michael 
F.  Dunn,  Inland  Valley  Meeting 

I am  a chemist  and  a biochemist  and  a Friend  for 
the  past  19  years.  In  the  chemical  and  the  molecular 
biological  sense,  I am  made  from  the  life  forms  which 
have  given  me  sustenance:  first  was  the  nourishment 
from  my  mother’s  womb,  then  milk  from  her  breast, 
now  from  the  plants  and  animals  that  are  my  food. 

But  in  a deeper,  more  fundamental  sense,  we  are  all 
assembled  from  the  same  star  dust  — the  same 
subatomic  particles  from  which  all  the  Universe  is 
made.  As  best  we  can  understand,  we,  and  all  we 
know,  have  origins  in  the  forces  and  events  which 
created  the  cosmos,  God’s  creation.  We  share 
common  genetic  origins  with  all  life  on  Earth;  our 
genetic  codes  spring  from  a common  ancestor.  I am  a 
creature  of  the  Earth;  I belong  to  one  species  among 
the  many  species  that  share  this  Earth.  I am  not  above 
or  below,  better  than,  or  inferior  to,  other  life  forms; 
but,  yes,  I am  different  in  some  respects.  I believe 
function  is  interwoven  into  structure.  Because  I have 
the  capacity  to  appreciate  the  wonder  and  beauty  of 
the  Universe,  I believe  that  my  true  function  is  to 
appreciate  the  exquisite  beauty  and  mystery  of  our 
Universe.  This  is  our  structureTunction  dance;  it  is 
my  reason  for  being. 

true  function  is  to  appreciate 
the  exquisite  beauty  and  mystery  of 
our  universe*^^ 

My  faith,  my  spirituality,  my  very  identity  is 
linked  to  the  landscapes  in  which  I have  lived.  I seek 
a spiritual  landscape  which  derives  from,  and 
converges  with,  the  physical  landscape.  Destruction  of 
the  land  and  its  life  destroys  its  spirituality  — to  heal 
the  Earth  is  to  heal  ourselves  and  to  restore  our 
spirituality.  For  me,  peace,  justice  and  concern  for  the 
environment  are  but  different  threads  of  the  same 
concern,  so  interwoven  that  they  are  a single  fabric. 

How  much  of  the  Earth  is  sacred?  All  of  it.  The 
Universe,  all  of  God’s  creation,  is  sacred.  Is  there  that 
of  God  in  every  living  thing?  Yes!  In  all  things?  Yes, 
all  of  creation  is  God’s. 


Quaker  Cosmology 

by  Tom  Farley,  Palo  Alto  Meeting 

Statements  on  cosmology  by  religious  groups  have 
historically  tried  to  justify  the  book  of  Genesis  and 
the  views  of  the  universe  as  expressed  by  biblical 
writers.  Copernicus,  Galileo  and  Darwin  encountered 
that  kind  of  cosmology.  Not  wanting  to  exclude  new 
knowledge,  Quakers  have  tended  to  avoid  the  topic  of 
cosmology.  Much  is  to  be  gained  by  stretching  our 
minds  and  our  senses  to  come  to  a comprehensive 
understanding  of  the  universe  in  which  we  live.  Let’s 
think  about  what  such  a statement  could  include. 

Our  Quaker  cosmology  will  include  both  science 
and  faith.  We  recognize  and  use  the  creation  stories, 
tribal  histories,  allegorical  tales,  prayers,  and  poetry  of 
the  Bible  as  a source  of  inspiration  and  moral  guidance 
and  as  a record  of  the  search  for  the  understanding  of 
God  fundamental  to  Judaism,  Christianity  and  Islam. 
Jesus  and  other  spiritual  teachers  have  provided 
lessons  on  living  in  unity  with  God  and  the  Earth  as 
they  and  their  contemporaries  saw  it.  Religious  faith 
helps  us  to  understand  humanity’s  place  in  the 
universe  and  our  spiritual  connection  with  the  planet. 

Faith  and  Practice,  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting 
(1972)  reminds  us,  “Quakerism  is  rooted  in  increasing 
experience  and  appreciation  of  God  and  God’s 
creation,”  and  “Friends  see  harmony  between  the 
knowledge  that  is  faith  and  the  knowledge  that  is 
science.”  Scientific  knowledge  helps  describe  the 
universe,  and  scientific  theories  help  explore  how  it 
works.  Each  new  discovery  leads  us  to  a sense  of 
wonder  that  is  rooted  in  all  life,  in  the  earth,  in 
matter  itself,  in  the  universe. 

How  shall  we  express  such  an  encompassing 
galactic  view?  Human  languages,  music,  dance,  and 
graphic  arts  help  express  both  the  things  that  we  are 
sure  of  and  the  things  we  question.  Our  understanding 
is  dynamic,  growing  with  developments  in  our 
sciences,  our  creative  expressions,  and  our  spiritual 
insights. 

A religious  faith,  social  practice,  or  political 
system  that  censors  discoveries  or  proscribes  respon- 
sible inquiry  in  any  aspect  of  these  three  areas,  limits 
the  search  for  Truth.  Religious,  scientific,  and  artistic 
freedom  is  not,  however,  license  to  proceed  without 
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regard  for  standards  of  inquiry  derived  from  scientific 
methods,  legal  codes,  and  moral  principles. 

Friends  are  invited  to  contribute. 

What  statements  do  we  wish  to  make  as  Friends 
about  humanity’s  physical  and  spiritual  place  in  the 
universe  in  general  and  on  our  planet.  Earth,  in 
particular? 

We  welcome  Friends’  contributions  to  continue 
this  process,  including  personal  statements  and 
quotations  selected  from  the  published  writings  of 
other  Friends.  Please  send  your  suggestions  for 
consideration  by  our  committee  to:  PYM  Committee 
on  Unity  with  Nature,  Tom  Farley,  1301  Himmel 
Ave,  Redwood  City,  CA  94061.  ■ 


Peace  Vigil,  PYM.  Photo  by  Vanita  Blum. 


For  Julius: 

Riddle: 

Question:  At  a Quaker  Restaurant,  what 
would  the  house  specialty  be 
called? 

Answer:  The  Piece  de  Non-resistance,  of 

course. 

(From  the  Santa  Cniz  Meeting  Newsletter,  November  1991) 


Friends  for  300  Words 

To  be  a Member  by  Barbara  Koser, 
Eugene  Meeting 

The  quiet,  strong,  steady  spirit  of  peace,  simplic- 
ity, love  and  kindness  — the  experience  of  God 
touching  my  life — has  filled  me  many  times  these  past 
seasons  and  convinces  me  that  my  spiritual  home  is 
with  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

While  my  initial  attraction  was  political  and 
economic,  the  attraction  now  is  social  and  spiritual. 
Being  a Quaker  is  not  merely  joining  a church  and 
contributing  to  the  life  of  the  Meeting.  Joining  has 
become  a recognition  of  my  need  for  community  and 
also  recognizing  that  this  particular  Meeting  appreci- 
ates my  skills.  This  Meeting  will  mold  other  skills, 
now  faintly  developed.  I yearn  to  know  more  about 
the  three  hundred  years  of  Quaker  history  and 
process.  It  is  an  egalitarian,  diverse  and  inclusive 
community,  all  qualities  which  I value  and  hope  to 
appreciate  more  fully. 

To  be  a member  is  a commitment  to  care  for 
people  with  whom  I might  not  otherwise  be  associ- 
ated. It  is  a commitment  to  dialogue  — to  listening 
and  withholding  judgement.  It  is  a commitment 
seasoning  concerns  and  trusting  that  right  action  will 
become  obvious.  It  is  rarely  a sprint  and  always  a 
marathon. 

Being  a Quaker  is  being  part  of  a tolerant  and 
accepting  community.  It  is  a way  of  life  that  harmo- 
nizes ends  and  means.  It  is  silence.  It  is  being  unique 
and  finding  glory  in  the  uniqueness  of  others. 

Most  important,  Quakers  appreciate  the  part  of 
God  in  everyone.  Meeting  for  Worship  has  led  to 
discovering  the  sacred  in  me  and  forever  being 
changed  by  this  fact.  Being  a Quaker  is  breathing  in 
and  breathing  out  and  being  connected  to  the 
universal  spirit,  which,  once  recognized,  becomes  a 
source  of  calmness  and  sustenance. 

Hktiu 
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The  Friendly  Fungus 

present 

Quaker  Rap 

We  love  Meeting  for  Worship 
Do  when  we  can 

In  fact,  that’s  how  we  started  this  band. 

We  rap  in  the  day;  we  rap  in  the  night, 

And  we  never  ever  ever  ever  ever  start  a fight. 

Chorus: 

So  you  think  we’re  wimps 
Just  because  we’re  silent. 

Yo!  Mess  with  us. 

And  we  get  nonviolent. 

Ain’t  got  a BMW,  nothing  that  plush. 

But  we  got  a VW,  and  it’s  easy  to  push. 

Got  pulled  over,  don’t  you  know; 

Slapped  us  in  the  pen  for  going  too  slow. 

Go  to  committees,  think  they’re  deep. 

But  that  doesn’t  stop  us  from  going  to  sleep. 

Read  it  out  loud,  read  it  out  soft. 

But  all  it  does  is  epistle  them  off. 

[Chorus} 

[Guitar  Solos] 

We  got  no  brakes,  we  ain’t  Midas, 

Crashing  interest  groups  that  don’t  invite  us. 

Quakers  like  choice,  that’s  where  they  stand. 

But  after  this  rap,  they’ll  censure  our  band. 

Don’t  get  drunk,  do  LSD, 

But  we’re  sitting  in  silence,  drinking  herb  tea. 

Don’t  call  women  babes  or  chicks, 

‘Cause  we  know  that  they  know  we  got  big....  Egos. 

[Harmonica  Solo] 

[Chorus] 

Go  to  Vigils,  there  to  play. 

Nothing  else  to  do  that  day. 

Trying  to  get  classified  CO, 

Heck,  they  wouldn’t  want  us  to  go. 

We  like  worship;  we  want  more 
Till  Sage  leans  back  and  starts  to  snore. 

Want  to  be  good  people;  real  swell. 

So  when  we  die  we  don’t  go  to  ...  Plenary. 

The  Friendly  Fungus  are  a group  of  Young  Friends  from  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  Their  names  are  Owen 
Elliott,  Ben  Abrahamse,  Tristan  Anderson  and  Sage  Waxner. 
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EXCERPTS  FROM  PYM  EPISTLE 

Dear  Friends  Everywhere: 


Greetings  from  the  45  th  session  of 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  (PYM).  445  of  us 
gathered  in  Chico,  California,  Eighth 
Month  540,  1991.... 

...We  are  celebrating  our  areas  of  growth.  An 
unexpectedly  large  number  of  12'tO'18  year  olds  — 57 
in  all  — attended  Junior  Yearly  Meeting.  (JYM) 

However,  we  continue  to  receive  few  applications 
from  young  Friends  wishing  to  become  full  members 
of  their  meetings.  How  can  we  better  share  Quaker 
ways?  In  addition  to  our  usual  intergenerational 
recreation  and  JYM  business  meetings,  we  tried 
holding  elementary  children’s  business  meetings  and 
creating  apprenticeships  for  JYM  Friends  on  some 
PYM  committees.  Of  particular  delight  were  our 
intergenerational  worship-fellowship  groups. 

At  the  same  time,  we  are  considering  how  best  to 
prune  ourselves.  We  have  sometimes  found  ourselves 
stressed  rather  than  uplifted  by  the  crowded  schedule 
and  pace  of  Yearly  Meeting.  We  sought  ways  to  do 
less  and  do  it  better.  Should  we  shorten  Yearly 
Meeting?  Should  we  limit  the  agenda?  Should  we 
return  some  responsibilities  to  the  Quarterly  and 
Monthly  Meetings?  This  year  we  simplified  our 
minutes,  reduced  the  plenary  time  by  distributing 
written  committee  reports  in  advance  and  rearranging 
our  schedule  so  that  we  began  each  full  day  with  a 
Meeting  for  Worship. 

As  people  of  faith  working  for  peace  and  justice  in 
the  world,  we  must  not  make  the  prideful  mistake  of 
assuming  our  own  community  is  free  of  sin.  In  groups 
on  domestic  violence  and  sexual  abuse  we  listened 
with  sad  hearts  to  the  anguish  of  victims  and 
survivors  and  learned  that  there  are  perpetrators 
among  us.  How  can  we  protect  the  powerless  from 
those  among  us  who  abuse  their  power?  How  can  we 
speak  to  that  of  God  in  the  offender? 

Just  as  we  seek  to  create  more  loving  relationships 
within  our  small  community  of  1,531  members,  we  are 
seeking  stronger  connections  with  the  wider  commu- 
nity of  Friends.... 

In  Meeting  for  Worship  we  spoke  of  the  nature  of 
evil  and  our  response  to  it.  Moved  by  the  deaths  of 
thousands  of  Iraqis  and  others  in  recent  violent 


conflicts,  we  minuted  our  support  of  the  goals  of  the 
Helsinki  2000  Appeal.... 

Throughout  our  gathering  we  tried  to  sense  in 
what  new  direction  the  winds  of  the  Spirit  are 
pushing  us.  We  took  joy  in  being  with  one  another, 
dancing,  singing,  laughing. 

Pray  with  us.  Friends,  as  we  pray  with  you,  for  the 
continuing  discipline  to  live  within  the  silence  in 
which  we  can  hear  the  Truth.  Pray  with  us  for  the 
strength  and  willingness  to  walk  the  way  of  Truth  and 
to  return  to  it  when  we  stray. 

May  the  Peace  of  God  be  with  us  all, 

Jane  Walters  Peers,  Clerk 


Free  Time  at  PYM.  Photo  by  Daniel  Barth,  Chico  Meeting. 

Excerpts  from  the  Young  Friends  Epistle  of  PYM 

...Young  Friends  feel  we  are  moving  from  times 
that  are  structured  for  us  by  others  to  a time  when  we 
take  responsibility  for  structuring  our  own  lives. 

We  see  the  potential  to  speak  to  difficult  family 
issues,  including  sexual  abuse.  We  yearn  to  share  with 
our  religious  elders,  react  to  political  movements  and 
to  seek  healing  that  will  affect  not  only  our  group,  but 
also  the  larger  community  of  which  we  are  a part. 

We  looked  through  the  glass  doors  separating  us 
from  the  weighty  friends  in  the  refrigerated  plenary, 
and  we  saw  the  roles  that  we  are  slowly  assuming  and 
wondered  if  we  were  ready.  Young  Friends  want  to 
become  a more  clearly  defined  group  and  create  more 
open  lines  of  communication  with  the  greater  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  community.  ■ 
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Forum 

Gambling  by  Leslie  Pratt  Spelman, 

La  Jolla  Meeting 

The  Society  of  Friends  has  a long  and  docu- 
mented  testimony  against  gambling: 

“Do  you  avoid  betting,  lotteries,  gambling 
of  every  kind  and  speculation  based  on  the 
spirit  of  gambling?”  (Philadelphia  Yearly 
Meeting,  1935) 

“Are  you  free  from  the  use  of  judicial 
oaths,  from  betting,  and  gambling  and  from 
practices  based  on  the  principles  of  gam- 
bling?” (Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  1955) 

“We  believe  that  all  forms  of  betting  and 
gambling  are  contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  Christ, 
through  addiction  to  such  practice  the  mind 
becomes  set  upon  quick  ways  of  getting 
riches,  and  the  sense  of  the  true  value  of 
things  is  often  lost.”  (London  Yearly 
Meeting,  1969) 

“Do  we  refrain  from  betting  and  gambling 
and  from  practices  based  on  the  principles  of 
gambling?”  (Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  1985) 

Have  Friends  given  up  their  ancient  testimony  as 
no  longer  valid?  Is  it  time  to  delete  this  section  in  our 
Faith  and  Practice  as  it  is  periodically  revised?  For- 
merly, many  denominations  of  Christian  Churches 
were  strongly  opposed  to  gambling  and  have  worked 
in  vain  to  defeat  the  recent  proliferation  of  state 
lotteries.  The  present  acceptance  of  gambling  as  a 
pleasant,  harmless  activity  has  caused  people  to  forget 
the  basic  moral  principle  involved.  Is  it  difficult  to 
understand  the  difference  between  legal  and  illegal 
gambling?  Are  Las  Vegas  casinos,  bingo  and  “door 
prizes”  any  different? 

Lotteries  and  gambling  of  all  types  are  founded  on 
the  desire  to  make  a profit  from  the  inevitable  loss  of 
others,  without  exerting  any  effort  or  skill.  Too  many 
people  attribute  success  in  life  to  luck.  By  indulging  in 
what  has  come  to  be  considered  a harmless  amuse- 
ment, we  encourage  our  youth  to  depend  on  luck 
rather  than  hard  work,  careful  decisions,  and  good 
judgement.  It  is  also  a sad  fact  that  many  poor  people 
spend  their  money  gambling,  hoping  to  get  rich,  and 
so  deprive  their  families  of  needed  funds  for  food  and 
shelter. 


John  Woolman  wrote  in  his  Plea  for  the  Poor  in  1791: 
“To  conform  a little  strengthens  the 
hands  of  those  who  carry  wrong  customs  to 
their  utmost  extent,  and  the  more  a person 
appears  to  be  virtuous  and 
heavenlyminded,  the  more  powerfully  does 
his  conformity  operate  in  favor  of  evil- 
doers.” 

Are  we  being  more  influenced  by  the  “world” 
rather  than  considering  the  moral  problems  involved?  ■ 


Junior  Friends  work  Project,  PYM.  Photo  by  Daniel  Barth. 


Excerpts  from  Junior  Yearly  Meeting  of  PYM 

...The  first  day  of  PYM  ended  with  a most 
righteous  swim  party  (Oh,  sorry  my  California  accent 
slipped).  On  Tuesday  morning  our  worship/fellowship 
groups  were  formed.  Before  lunch,  the  JYM  held  a 
silent  vigil  in  remembrance  of  the  victims  of 
Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  Later  that  afternoon  we 
humbled  ourselves  through  slave  labor  at  a work 
project,  helping  a low  income  day  care  center.  That 
night  our  undersized  lounge  was  nonviolently 
confiscated  for  an  intergenerational  sweat  and  bam 
dance.  Due  to  our  doubling  of  size  over  the  past  year, 
we  were  able  to  form  a Peace  Committee  as  well  as  a 
Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee.  We  faced  many 
challenges  while  on  an  overnight  campout....  As  a 
final  note  to  all  Junior  Friends  everywhere,  we  offer 
these  profound  words  of  wisdom:  “The  ‘Hokey  Pokey’ 
is  nothing  but  a variation  of  the  silent  Quaker  clap.”  ■ 
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Lehers 

Dear  Friends, 

When  does  life  begin?  At  conception?  After 
conception?  Is  a hen’s  fertile,  freshly  laid  egg  fully 
conscious?  No.  Neither  is  a very  young  human 
embryo.  Neither  one  experiences  pain,  heat,  or  cold. 

Years  ago  Time  Magazine  reported  that  Dr. 
Dominick  Purpura  of  New  York’s  Albert  Einstein’s 
College  of  Medicine  concluded  “after  sixteen  years  of 
laboratory  study  and  recent  examinations  of  thirty 
premature  and  full  time  infants  who  died  of  natural 
causes  before  the  twenty-eighth  week,  that  the 
structures  and  nerve  connections  that  characterize  the 
thinking  parts  of  a fully  developed  human  being  were 
missing."  He  stated  that  “life  starts  at  the  twenty- 
eighth  week  and  is  highly  developed  by  the  thirty- 
second  week  of  pregnancy.” 

Right-to-lifers  and  others  may  disagree  that 
human  life  begins  with  brain-life,  but  most  physicians 
agree  that  the  brain,  rather  than  the  heart  is  the 
central  organ  of  life,  and  that  death  occurs  with  the 
death  of  the  brain. 

So  obviously  early  abortion  is  not  murder.  It  is 
population  control.  A superior  method  of  population 
control  is  the  use  of  reliable,  safe  contraceptives  for 
both  male  and  female.  It  takes  two  to  make  an 
embryo. 

Mrs.  Frederick  O’Hara,  Lajolla  Meeting 


Ann  Scott,  Reno.  Leta  Adler,  Santa  Monica.  Photo  by  Vanita  Blum. 


Book  Review 

Peace  Studies:  The  Evolution  of  Peace 
Research  and  Peace  Education  by  Carolyn 
Stephenson.  Occasional  Paper  No.  1,  University 
of  Hawaii  Institute  for  Peace  (1990). 

Review  by  Steve  Birdlebough,  Sacramento  Meeting 

Carolyn  Stephenson  of  Honolulu  Meeting  has 
written  a pamphlet  sketching  the  origin  and  growth  of 
peace  studies  as  an  academic  field.  For  Friends,  her 
exposition  is  useful  and  sobering.  First,  she  maps  out 
the  contributions  which  various  fields  of  research, 
such  as  political  science,  psychology,  philosophy,  and 
chemistry,  have  made  to  the  study  of  peace.  Second, 
she  highlights  several  ongoing  areas  of  controversy, 
such  as  the  definition  of  ‘peace’  and  the  ‘causes’  of 
war.  Third,  she  traces  the  growth  of  research  and  of 
professional  organizations  concerned  with  conflict 
and  organized  violence.  Finally,  she  describes  some  of 
the  distinctions  between  the  study  of  international 
relations,  conflict  resolution,  national  security 
systems,  and  peace. 

In  the  forty  years  since  Manchester  College  in 
Indiana  organized  the  first  serious  and  structured 
peace  studies  program  in  the  United  States,  over  300 
colleges  and  universities  have  added  undergraduate 
courses  in  the  field.  Appropriately,  Quakers  like 
Kenneth  and  Elise  Boulding,  Adam  Curie,  Paul  Wier, 
and  Mike  Yarrow  have  figured  prominently  in  peace 
studies  development.  Stephenson  points  out  that  the 
International  Peace  Research  Association  grew  out  of 
a 1963  Quaker-sponsored  conference  in  Switzerland. 

It  is  fitting  that  this  study  concludes  with  an 
appeal  for  tolerance  of  continuing  diversity  among 
academicians  in  the  field  of  Peace  Studies.  Often  the 
greatest  threat  to  peace  has  its  roots  in  the  intolerance 
of  diversity  and  in  the  unwillingness  to  bridge  the 
barriers  of  differing  viewpoints  or  languages.  The  fact 
that  students  of  peace  are  themselves  confronted  with 
the  problems  of  bridging  diversity  and  with  the 
stultification  of  uniformity  suggests  that  the  peace 
testimony  of  Friends  has  a dynamic  which  is  destined 
to  challenge  us  for  all  time. 
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Memorial  Minutes 

Larry  Alfred  Dubbs 

Larry  Alfred  Dubbs,  the  son  of  Alfred  Jacob 
Dubbs  and  Hazel  Fry  Dubbs,  was  bom  in 
Burbank, California,  on  November  11,  1929.  He  grew 
up  in  California  and  first  met  bis  wife,  Delores 
Delson,  when  they  were  in  junior  high  school.  After 
graduating  from  high  school,  he  attended  Art  Center 
School  in  Los  Angeles  and  got  his  Bachelor  of  Fine 
Arts  in  1952  with  a major  in  fine  painting.  He  served 
two  years  in  the  Army,  met  Delores  (DeeDee)  again, 
and  they  were  married  September  30,  1955. 

While  Larry  was  working  as  an  interior  designer  in 
Southern  California,  they  first  became  acquainted 
with  Friends  and  attended  Orange  Grove  Meeting  in 
Pasadena.  After  they  moved  to  San  Francisco  in  1957, 
Larry  got  his  teaching  credential,  which  led  to  his  first 
teaching  job  in  a middle  school  in  San  Diego.  During 
that  time  they  attended  La  Jolla  Meeting.  They 
returned  to  San  Francisco  in  1962,  and  he  taught  in 
San  Rafael.  They  attended  San  Francisco  Meeting, 
and  Larry  helped  Carl  May  start  the  “Youth  for 
Service”  project  under  the  AFSC.  When  a Meeting 
started  in  the  Outdoor  Art  Club  in  Mill  Valley,  they 
attended  there. 

Larry  held  a number  of  exhibits  and  sold  his 
paintings.  He  also  taught  art  at  Heald  College  for  five 
years,  after  which  he  taught  art  in  the  Architectural 
Department  of  Cogswell  College.  In  1985  the 
department  closed,  so  Larry  and  DeeDee  went  to 
Spain.  They  lived  in  Spain  for  six  months,  spending 
much  of  their  time  with  the  gypsies.  DeeDee  studied 
and  danced  flamenco,  and  Larry  painted  extensively. 
When  they  returned  to  California,  Larry  had  a show 
of  his  paintings  at  the  DeYoung  Museum  School  of 
Art. 

In  1988  they  began  attending  Marin  Friends 
Meeting  and  became  a warm,  vital  part  of  the 
Meeting.  Larry  was  warmly  welcomed  into  member- 
ship in  August  of  1990. 

Larry  was  in  and  out  of  the  hospital  a lot  of  the 
time,  and  Friends  often  “held  him  in  the  light.”  Larry 
was  brave  throughout  and  never  gave  up  hope.  He 
died  as  he  lived,  courageous  to  the  end,  on  April  15, 
1991. 


Edra  Merle  Miller  Weathers 

Edra  Merle  Miller  Weathers  was  bom  September 
9,  1911  in  a one-room  sod  house  in  Edison,  Nebraska. 
She  graduated  from  Fowler,  Kansas  high  school  at 
sixteen  and  began  working  her  way  through  Friends 
University.  At  age  eighteen  she  received  her  teaching 
certificate.  She  married  Carl  Chester  Weathers  in 
1932.  She  worked  for  her  teaching  degree,  and  in 
1937  began  work  as  a college  teacher  and  a clinical 
psychologist. 

She  also  appeared  on  the  stage  and  the  radio,  had 
two  children,  George  and  Margaret,  and  was  elected 
to  the  Wichita  Board  of  Education.  She  was  the 
Board’s  second  woman  president  and  the  longest 
serving  member.  She  received  a Master’s  in  Psychol- 
ogy from  Wichita  State. 

Her  husband  died  suddenly,  leaving  her  to  juggle 
real  estate,  two  children  and  her  many  professional 
and  civic  responsibilities.  After  her  retirement,  she 
became  the  director  of  the  Wichita  YWCA.  She 
moved  to  the  Canton,  Illinois  YWCA  for  two  years 
and  then  moved  to  Colorado  in  1971.  For  nine  years 
she  was  the  city  librarian  in  Georgetown.  Eventually, 
she  had  to  move  to  a lower  altitute,  first  to  Golden 
and  then  to  George  and  Kathy  Weather’s  home  in 
Colorado.  She  died  May  18,  1991. 

Mary  Sidney  Thompson 

Mary  Sidney  Thompson,  a long-time  human 
rights  activist  and  Quaker,  died  May  26,  1991  at  the 
age  of  87. 

She  was  bom  Mary  Sidney  Mitchell  at  Wilson 
Creek  in  Douglas  County,  Washington,  where  her 
parents  were  pioneers.  She  attended  rural  grade 
schools  and  graduated  from  Lewis  and  Clark  High 
School  in  Spokane.  She  attended  Western  Washing- 
ton University  in  Bellingham,  received  her  bachelor’s 
degree  at  the  University  of  Washington  and  her 
master’s  degree  in  international  law  at  Columbia 
University  in  New  York. 

Sidney  began  her  teaching  career  at  age  18, 
teaching  in  a one-room  schoolhouse,  riding  horseback 
three  miles  to  school.  Later  she  taught  at  a high 
school  in  Spokane.  In  1942  she  married  Charles 
Thompson,  an  accountant,  and  they  moved  to  San 
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Francisco,  where  she  taught  until  1950.  They  built  a 
home  in  the  hills  of  Mill  Valley,  and  she  became  a 
librarian  in  the  Tamalpais  School  District.  She 
became  involved  in  protecting  students’  rights  against 
censorship  in  a controversy  that  became  known  as 
“the  battle  of  the  books.” 

Sidney  and  Charles  were  active  in  the  Mill  Valley 
Community  Church.  After  Charles  died  in  1977, 
Sidney  began  attending  Marin  Friends  Meeting  and 
became  a valued  member. 

She  was  an  active  and  sensitive  poet  and  an 
original  member  of  a Marin  County  poetry  group. 

A vigorous  supporter  of  peace  and  human  rights 
causes,  Sidney  was  the  oldest  person  arrested  and 
jailed  in  the  1983  blockade  of  nuclear  weapons 
production  at  the  Lawrence  Livermore  Laboratories. 

Sidney  is  survived  by  a sister,  Kathleen  M.  Taft  of 
Spokane,  two  nephews.  Dusty  Branson  and  Dr.  Perry 
Sloop,  and  her  close  and  long-time  friend.  Dale 
Olsen. 

Ann  Lukach  Thron 

Ann  Lukach  Thron  died  at  home  on  July  30,  1991 
at  the  age  of  64,  of  cancer.  She  was  bom  and  raised  in 
New  York  City.  She  dedicated  her  life  to  service,  with 
boundless  energy  and  humility.  After  graduating  from 
Smith  College  in  1949,  Ann  participated  in  several 
AFSC  workcamps  in  Germany  and  Missouri.  It  was 
through  her  involvement  with  the  workcamps  that 
she  met  Wolfgang  Thron,  whom  she  married  in  1953, 
after  graduating  from  New  York  University  of 
Medicine. 

Ann  and  Wolf  were  among  the  founding  members 
of  Boulder  Meeting.  Ann  served  Meeting  as  she  did 
everything  else  — faithfully  and  without  fanfare.  She 
worked  on  the  Service  Committee,  Peace  and  Justice, 
and  Friends  of  Central  America,  and  she  participated 
for  three  years  in  the  Meeting’s  Quaker  Studies 
Program.  We  could  always  count  on  her;  she  was  at 
practically  every  Business  Meeting,  Half-yearly  or 
Yearly  Meeting.  Potlucks  would  find  her  in  the 
kitchen.  If  someone  were  sick,  in  the  hospital  or 
nursing  home,  they  could  count  on  her  almost  daily 
visits,  of  which  she  never  made  a big  deal.  “It  was  just 
on  my  way,”  she  would  say.  Her  common  sense  and 
matter  of  factness  relieved  many  of  our  young  mothers 


of  the  inevitable  worries  and  insecurities  of  beginning 
parenthood.  Ann  made  special  efforts  to  reach 
Quakers  in  far  away  places,  whether  it  was  visiting 
more  remote  areas  of  Colorado  and  Wyoming  or 
making  contact  with  Friends  in  Norway  and  East 
Germany. 

Providing  medical  care  for  people  was  one  of 
Ann’s  greatest  joys  in  life.  She  gave  her  medical 
knowledge  freely  to  friends  and  to  the  community. 

She  was  a physician  at  the  Boulder  People’s  Clinic  for 
almost  20  years  and  she  served  in  several  well-baby 
and  Planned  Parenthood  clinics.  She  was  truly  pleased 
when  she  accepted  full-  time  employment  within  the 
Norwegian  socialized  medical  system.  It  was  a great 
joy  to  Ann  that  her  two  daughters  also  became 
physicians. 

Ann  always  managed  to  balance  her  commitment 
to  medicine  with  her  even  greater  commitment  to 
Wolf  and  the  five  children  they  had  together.  A 
shared  love  of  travel  led  the  Throns  to  live  for  five 
year-  long  intervals  in  Germany,  India,  and  the 
Philippines,  as  well  as  four  separate  years  in  Norway. 
Frequently,  some  or  all  of  their  children  travelled  with 
them.  Ann  derived  pleasure  from  watching  her 
children  grow  into  caring,  capable  adults  in  their  own 
right. 

Ann  cultivated  and  tended  a garden  of  friends 
that  extended  around  the  world  and  created  an  active 
social  life  in  every  place  the  Throns  called  home.  She 
cherished  the  opportunity  of  bringing  together  people 
of  different  backgrounds  and  experiences.  In  so  doing, 
she  hoped  that  stereotypes  would  disappear,  and  with 
them  the  fear  that  causes  strife  between  people  and 
between  countries.  Ann  loved  the  outdoors,  hiking, 
camping,  cross-country  skiing.  She  was  a true 
caretaker  of  the  earth.  She  walked  almost  everywhere, 
very  quickly,  but  not  so  quickly  that  she  couldn’t  stop 
to  pick  up  an  aluminum  can  and  store  it  in  the  bag 
she  always  carried  for  that  purpose. 

Ann  Thron  is  survived  by  her  mother;  her 
husband,  Wolfgang;  two  daughters,  Penelope  Thron- 
Weber  and  Karin  Thron;  three  sons,  Jonathan,  Peter 
and  Rajinder  Thron;  and  two  granddaughters,  Risa 
and  Katya  Thron-Weber.  We  celebrate  her  rich  life 
and  are  grateful  that  it  touched  ours. 
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Book  Reviews 

Pieces  of  the  Middle  East  Puzzle  — Israelis  and 
Palestinians,  by  Gene  Knudsen  Hoffman,  a 
book  in  the  Just  World  Order  Series  of  Pax 
Christi  USA,  National  Catholic  Peace 
Movement,  348  East  Tenth  St,  Erie,  PA 
16503.  45pgs,  $4, 1991. 

Review  by  Paul  B.  Johnson,  Orange  Grove 
Meeting 

“Two  loaded  747’s  are  on  a collision  course  and 
the  radio  channel  to  control  them  is  dead.  What 
would  you  do?”  asked  the  air  traffic  controller.  “Me? 
I’d  pull  up  a chair  and  watch  the  greatest  crash  in 
history  from  a front  row  seat.” 

But  if  she  were  peace 'builder  Gene  Knudsen 
Hoffman,  she  would  scurry  to  find  another  channel. 
With  both  Israel  and  Palestine  on  such  a collision 
course,  Gene,  along  with  others,  is  developing 
channels  of  compassionate  listening  . 

Both  Israelis  and  Palestinians  currently  follow  the 
channel,  “If  you  would  avoid  war,  demand  Justice.” 
Since  one  side’s  “Justice”  is  often  the  other  side’s 
“Injustice,”  frequently  progress  is  backward.  Gene’s 
wide  experience  teaches  that  for  true,  effective 
nonviolence  to  lead  to  peace,  it  is  necessary  for  people 
to  understand  and  feel  their  opponents’  experiences. 
The  Compassionate  Listening  Group  seeks  to  teach 
people  how  to  listen  and  to  stimulate  the  desire  to 
listen.  The  listening  is  non'judgemental,  and  they 
seek  the  Divine  Center  in  each  person. 

On  the  first  of  two  current  trips.  Gene  listened  to 
Palestinians  describe  their  lives,  hopes  and  fears  in 
their  homes  and  settlements.  A few  months  later,  she 
listened  to  Israelis.  The  book  tells  her  experiences. 

She  describes  not  only  what  was  said  and  who  she 
spoke  with,  but  the  circumstances  people  live  under. 
She  talked  to  workers,  high  officials,  mothers,  fighters, 
teachers  and  peace  workers.  Trying  to  understand  the 
Divine  Center  in  each  person,  she  found  it  helpful  to 
be  sensitive  to  more  than  just  their  words. 


This  pamphlet  contains  the  honest  observations 
of  a sensitive,  experienced,  caring  observer.  For  the 
person  interested  in  Compassionate  Listening,  it  is 
worth  reading  several  times.  For  the  person  travelling 
in  the  Middle  East,  it  can  make  the  visit  significant. 
Readers  will  better  understand  some  of  the  harsh 
happenings,  be  chilled  by  the  closed  minds  and  yet 
meet  truly'caring  people  able  to  grasp  and  convey  the 
total  picture. 

Gene  does  not  solve  all  the  problems  of  the 
Mideast.  Pain,  agony  and  justice  abound,  but  so  does 
hope.  Many  readers  may  have  already  taken  sides, 
perhaps  subconsciously.  They  may  find  themselves 
both  praising  Gene  and  condemning  her.  Her  message 
is  that  compassionate  listening  is  a useful  tool,  and 
both  sides  in  the  Mideast  need  to  use  it.  People  on 
one  side  cannot  gain  safety  and  peace  unless  they 
grant  them  to  the  other  side.  This  pamphlet  is  the 
beginning  in  a breakthrough  for  peace  builders. 

Second  Time  Around:  Advice  for  New 
Qrandparents,  by  Jean  Mitchener  Nicholson. 
AFSC  Bookstore,  980  N Fair  Oaks  Ave., 
Pasadena,  CA  91103.  $3.50  plus  $1.00 
postage  and  handling. 

Review  by  Ken  Morgan,  Clerk,  AFSC 
Bookstore  Committee,  Pasadena. 

Second  Time  Around:  Advice  for  New  Grandpar' 
ents  is  a humorous,  yet  helpful,  cleverly  illustrated 
book.  As  the  introduction  says,  “For  those  who  may 
have  forgotten  about  searching  small  overalls  for 
pretzels  before  tossing  them  into  the  laundry,  this 
book  is  a refresher  course.”  Parents  will  find  it 
delightful  also. 

TTie  book  points  out  that  it  is  not  senility  when 
one  hands  the  bottle  to  the  six  year  old  and  the 
Curious  George  book  to  the  baby,  or  when  one  says, 
“Have  a cookie,”  as  one  hands  a hairbrush  to  a child. 

The  author  is  a community  volunteer  who  is  a 
member  of  Orange  Grove  Meeting  in  Pasadena.  The 
book  is  illustrated  by  her  daughter,  Judy  Nicholson 
Asselin,  and  edited  by  her  daughter,  Pat  Nicholson. 
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New  Mexico  Quarterly  - 
Regional  Report 

by  Phyllis  Hoge,  Albuquerque  Meeting 

The  Holy  Spirit  moves  in  all  things  everywhere, 
and  because  this  is  so,  we  can  worship  and  praise  God 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places.  Nevertheless,  it  is  not 
true  that  all  times  and  all  places  are  equally  inspiring 
to  God’s  creatures.  The  return  of  our  regional  meeting 
to  Ghost  Ranch  at  the  end  of  September  demon- 
strated  this  truth  most  abundantly.  The  smiles  on  the 
faces  of  the  188  attending  Quakers  registered  the  deep 
gladness  we  felt  to  be  home  again  for  a weekend 
together  under  the  full  moon  of  the  autumnal  equinox 
and  a less  rigorous  sun  than  in  the  summer. 

Coincident  with  our  return  was  a name  change 
which,  Quaker  fashion,  has  been  in  the  works  for 
years.  Responding  to  a sense  that  our  Meeting  is 
described  more  accurately  by  space  than  by  time.  New 
Mexico  Quarterly  became  New  Mexico  Regional 
Meeting. 

Since  we  tried  (both  hard  and  unsuccessfully)  to 
limit  the  Business  Meeting  to  State  of  Society  reports, 
certain  generalities  became  clear.  The  number  of 
Quakers  in  the  Southwest  is  increasing.  This  means 
that  our  individual  Meetings  are  growing.  Las  Cruces, 
for  example,  has  nearly  doubled  in  size  over  the  past 
year.  Socorro  Worship  Group  hopes  that  nobody  will 
notice  what  has  happened  and  suggest  they  become  a 
Meeting.  With  higher  numbers  there  is  an  attendant 
growth  in  the  complexity  of  what  we  undertake  in  our 
Meetings  and  in  the  amount  of  time  it  takes  us  to 
handle  our  business.  There  is  often  too  much  for  one 
person  as  clerk  to  take  care  of  effectively.  Moreover,  it 
appears  that  in  our  vitality  we  may  grow  astray  from 
time-tested,  slowly-evolving  Quaker  process. 

In  the  manner  of  Quakers,  various  Meetings  have 
met  these  developments  with  various  responses.  Santa 
Fe  has  arranged  to  have  two  co-clerks  share  the 
general  Meeting  responsibilities,  with  a third  “co- 
ordinating clerk”  to  pull  things  together.  For  Gila,  it 
has  become  so  difficult  to  maintain  a sense  of  unity 
over  the  distances  separating  the  several  groups  that 
they  have  six  or  seven  clerks  who  rotate  responsibili- 
ties over  the  course  of  a year. 


Aware  that  an  increase  in  numbers  may  diminish, 
not  increase,  spiritual  depth  and  understanding,  and 
believing  that  greater  love  will  deepen  our  worship, 
our  Meetings  are  searching  for  more  closeness  among 
members.  Albuquerque  recently  held  a weekend 
retreat  devoted  to  working  out  answers  to  the 
problems  which  seem  to  have  been  created  by  size. 
Durango  has  designated  one  Sunday  a month  as 
worship-sharing,  and  this  seems  to  have  led  to  a 
greater  amount  of  vocal  ministry  during  Meeting  for 
Worship.  They  have  also  had  Meeting  retreats 
together.  Gila  has  set  aside  fifth  Sundays  for 
intergenerational  activities.  To  make  opportunities  for 
fellowship  easier  to  come  by,  Chamisa  Preparative 
meets  for  two  full  hours  and  frequently  holds  “A 
Meeting  for  Eating.”  Santa  Fe  arranges  visits  with  Las 
Vegas  and  Los  Alamos  Worship  Groups  under  their 
care  and  has  sponsored  monthly  Meetings  for 
Worship  at  the  New  Mexico  Correctional  Facility  in 
Los  Lunas. 

Yet,  as  many  groups  increase  in  membership,  some 
diminish  by  departure  of  their  members.  El  Paso  notes 
that  they  have  moved  to  a smaller  space  more 
appropriate  to  their  present  size,  and  Durango  reports 
the  Worship  Group  in  Farmington  has  been  laid 
down. 

So  we  are  changing  and  trying  to  keep  pace  with 
the  problems  our  changes  elicit.  At  our  next  Regional 
Meeting  in  the  spring,  some  of  these  problems  will  be 
directly  addressed.  ■ 


Drawing  by  Nancy  Lynch,  Santa  Barbara. 
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Announcements/News 


Oakland-Berkeley  Fire 

In  the  unprecedented  devastation  in  the  East 
Bay  hills,  three  Friends  from  Berkeley  Meeting 
were  among  those  who  lost  homes  — Marian 
Spitzer,  Patricia  Stewart  and  Jeanne  Litscher. 
None  were  injured  and  all  have  found  shelter 
with  relatives  or  friends.  The  condition  of  Fred 
and  Judith  Balderston’s  home  is  still  unclear, 
(from  Santa  Cruz  Monthly  Meeting  Newsletter, 
Eleventh  Month,  1991) 

Executive  Secretary  ^ FWCC,  Section  of 
the  Americas 

Asia  A.  Bennett  will  be  the  new  Executive 
Secretary  for  Friends  World  Committee  for 
Consultation,  Section  of  the  Americas.  Her 
appointment  will  begin  March  1992  at  the 
Section’s  annual  meeting  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Until  Asia  Bennett  assumes  her  new  role,  Cilde 
Grover,  Western  Field  Secretary,  will  act  as 
Interim  Executive  Secretary. 

Kidsi^kCare  for  Everything  and  Everyone 

Several  Friends  and  attenders  are  involved 
with“Kidsi^  Care  for  Everything  and  Everyone.” 
It  is  a nonprofit  organization  which  endeavors  to 
develop  altruistic  values  in  children.  Children 
internalize  the  concept  of  caring  through 
donations  to  needy  children  and  by  reaching  out 
to  other  children  cross'culturally.  “Kidsi^Care” 
started  during  the  Gulf  War,  sending  boxes  of 
children’s  drawings,  friendship  bracelets  and 
letters  to  children  in  hospitals  in  Iraq  and  Russia. 

“Kidsi^^Care”  welcomes  Fall  and  Winter  91 ' 
92  children’s  creations  for  children  in  hospitals  in 
Los  Angeles  and  in  the  Mideast. 

For  more  information  contact,  Jean  M. 
Nicholson,  1268  Sunny  Oaks  Circle,  Altadena, 
CA  91001,  (818)794'2756. 


1992  Workcamp  in  Kenya 

Friends  from  around  the  world  are  invited  to 
participate  in  the  Kenya  Young  Quakers  Associa- 
tion  Workcamp  from  July  20  to  August  30,  1992. 
Work  projects  will  be  organized  in  each  of  the 
four  Kenyan  Yearly  Meetings.  For  more  informa- 
tion or  an  application,  write  Kathryn  Maleney  or 
Michael  Van  Hoy,  Friends  Workcamps,  1515 
Cherry  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102,  phone 
(215)241-7236.  Application  deadline  is  June  1, 
1992. 

The  Word  as  Seed 

The  Year  End  Retreat  at  Quaker  Center,  Ben 
Lomond,  California,  will  be  held  December  27, 
1991  to  January  1,  1992.  Marybeth  Webster  will 
guide  meditation,  journaling,  Quaker  Dialogues, 
and  expressive  art  forms  for  non-artists.  For 
information  call  Quaker  Center,  PO  Box  686, 

Ben  Lomond,  CA  95005.  Phone  (408)336-8333. 

Salmon  Bay  Monthly  Meeting 

Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting  (NPYM) 
announced  September  21,  1991  that  Salmon  Bay 
has  become  a Monthly  Meeting.  Diane  Pasta, 
Clerk,  2342  North  50th,  Seattle,WA  98103. 

Marysville  Friends  Worship  Group 

This  new  Worship  Group  meets  the  first 
Sunday  of  every  month,  7-9  p.m.  at  the  Evergreen 
Unitarian  Universalist  Fellowship,  comer  of  4th 
and  Columbia,  Marysville,  Washington.  For 
information,  call  Frances  Youatt,  (206)259-4228 
or  David  and  Della  Walker  (206)659-8586. 

Lower  Yakima  Valley  Worship  Group 

Another  new  Worship  Group!  Contact 
Emilee  Soloman,  PO  Box  1201,  Zillah,  WA 
98953. 

Yo!  Friends 

Yo!  Friends  is  a Newsletter  of  NPYM  Junior 
Friends.  For  information,  write  Yo!  Friends,  c/o 
De  Kerr,  PO  Box  8404,  Moscow,  ID  83843. 
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Advertisements 

All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with  the 
beliefs  and  testimonies  of  Friends.  $.40  per  word. 
Minimum  charge  $8.00.  Add  10%  if  boxed.  ALL 
ADS  MUST  BE  PREPAID,  payment  accompany- 
ing copy.  Send  for  information  sheet  with  prices 
for  display  ads  and  mechanical  requirements.  Copy 
deadline:  45  days  prior  to  publication.  Publishing 
of  advertisements  does  not  imply  endorsement  by 
Friends  Bulletin. 


VACATION  RENTAL  — Kaua  i,  HI  — 
delightful  cottages  — peace,  palms,  paradise. 
$75/night.  (808)822-2321 

PUBLICATIONS  CATALOG  of  Friends 
General  Conference  includes  over  450  books, 
curricula,  tapes,  posters  and  leaflets  by,  about, 
and  for  Friends.  Write  to:  FGC  Publications-FB, 
1216  Arch  Street  2B,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107  or 
call  (800)966-4556. 


COLLEGE  PARK  QUARTERLY  MEET- 
ING CHILDREN’S  COORDINATOR 

Paid  position  open.  Teach  and  coordinate 
volunteers  to  work  with  children  under  twelve 
years  of  age  at  three  Quarterly  Meetings  per 
year.  Contact  Lis  Amen  for  more  information. 
(209)524-8762 


FRIENDLY  WOMAN 

A quarterly  journal 
for  exchange  of  ideas,  feelings, 
hopes  and  experiences  by  and 
among  Quaker  women. 

Subscriptions:  1 yr.  $12 

Low  income  1 yr.  $ 6 

Essays,  artwork,  poetry, 
photos  solicited.  Write  for 
guidelines  and  sample  copy. 

FRIENDLY  WOMAN 
84889  Harry  Taylor  Rd. 
Eugene,  OR  97405 


A STRAW  BALE  PRIMER.  An  illustrated 
guide  to  building  your  own  low  cost,  energy 
efficient  home  with  straw  bales.  Send  $10.00 
(postpaid)  to:  S.  O.  MacDonald,  PO  Box  58, 
Gila,  NM  88038. 


PYM  Correspondent  Wanted 

Lois  Vincent,  the  PYM  correspondent  to 
Friends  Bulletin  is  moving  to  Arizona.  We 
will  be  looking  for  someone  to  replace  her  in 
late  Spring,  1992. 

PYM  writers  are  you  interested?  Meeting 
newsletters  would  be  sent  to  you;  you  compile 
information  from  the  newsletters  and  send 
your  column  to  me  by  the  appropriate 
deadline.  You  would  expect  to  write  five 
columns  per  year. 

Nancy  Yamall,  Editor,  Friends  Bulletin, 
1620  NW  Menlo  Dr,  Corvallis,  OR  97330 
(503)757-7143. 
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Calendar 

Events  of  interest  to  Friends  in  Intermountain,  North  Pacific, 
and  Pacific  Yearly  Meetings 

December  1991 

25  Christmas 

27' 1/1  Year  End  Retreat,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  California. 

28  ' 1/2  Western  Young  Friends  New  Year's  Gathering  (location  to  be  announced). 

January  1992 

18  NPYM  Steering  Committee,  Multnomah  Meeting,  Portland,  Oregon. 

18  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  (PYM),  Friends  House,  Santa  Rosa,  California. 

24'26  “Living  with  Ourselves  and  Others”  with  Sonda  Beal,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

25-26  Utah  Friends  Gathering  (IMYM),  Salt  Lake  City  Meeting,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

February  1992 

1 Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting  (NPYM),  Corvallis,  Oregon. 

14-16  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting  (PYM),  Pacific  Palisades,  California. 

14- 17  Friends  Conference  on  Religion  and  Psychology,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

15- 16  IMYM  Continuing  Committee,  Mountain  View  Meeting,  Denver,  Colorado. 

21-23  “The  Silent  Retreat”,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  California. 

March  1992 

7 PYM  Representative  Committee. 

13-15  “Aging  with  Pride  and  Confidence”  with  Rita  Scarlett,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

21  NPYM  Steering  Committee,  Multnomah  Meeting,  Portland,  Oregon. 

April  1992 

10-12  “Quakerism:  The  Weekend”  with  Eric  Moon,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  California. 

17-20  Utah  Friends  Gathering  (IMYM),  Moab  Worship  Group,  Moab,  Utah. 

26  Colorado  Regional  Meeting  (IMYM),  Mountain  View  Meeting,  Denver,  Colorado. 

May  1992 

2'3  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting  (PYM). 

2-3  Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting  (NPYM),  Camp  Adams  (Near  Portland,  Oregon). 

9-10  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting  (NPYM),  Ellensburg,  Washington. 

16  NPYM  Steering  Committee,  Multnomah  Meeting,  Portland,  Oregon. 


1620  NW  Menlo  Drive 
Corvallis,  OR  97330-2055 


Contributions  to  Friends  Bulletin  are  tax  deductible  and  most  welcome. 

Please  mail  this  form  and  your  check  to  Nancy  Yarnall,  Editor,  Friends  Bulletin,  1620  NW  Menlo 
Drive,  Corvallis,  OR  97330. 
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